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SUBJECT: PROSPECTS POR INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT PUND 
REF: A. STATE 84869; B. STATE 82244 

1 . AS SUGGESTED IN REPTEL A, HANNAH DID NOT VISIT SAUDI ARABIA, 

NOR ARE OPPICIALS IN MIN AG EXPECTING A VISIT. 

2. THE PRIMARY CONTACT ON THIS SUBJECT IS DEPUTY MINISTER OP 
AGRICULTURE TAHIR OBEID. OBEID WAS PRIME DRAFTER OF THE FINAL 
DRAFT ON THIS SUBJECT AT WORLD POOD CONPERENCE. HE ALSO CLAIMS 
TO BE RESPONSIBLE POR AVOIDING CONTROVERSY BETWEEN DEVELOPED 
AND LESS-DEVELOPED WORLD BY CONVINCING LATTER TO LEAVE OUT 
REFERENCE TO QUOTAS BASED ON PER CAPITA INCOME, AND SIMILAR 
ITEMS WHICH WOULD HAVE BEEN DIPPICULT POR WEST TO POLLOW. 

3. EITHER OBEID OR MIN AG HIMSELP WILL ATTEND ANY MEETING ON 
THE SUBJECT. (OBEID'S UNDERSTANDING IS THAT SUCH A MEETING 
MAY BE NEED IN JUNE NOT REPEAT NOT IN MAY.) THE SAG HAS NOT 
ADOPTED A PORMAL POSITION, BUT OBEID BELIEVES SAUDI 
ARABIA WILL UNDERTAKE A HEALTHY PINANACIAL PARTICIPATION 
IN SUCH A PUND. 

4. OBEID CONTINUES TO PEEL SLIGHTED BY FAILURE OP U.S. 

REPS TO RESPOND TO HIS OVERTURES OP PRIENDSHIP AND CO-OPERATE 
AT WPC IN ROME. INASMUCH AS THE AGRICULTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT FUND APPEARS TO US TO BE ALMOST A SURE THING, 
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WE WOULD RECOMMEND A HIGH-LEVEL VISIT TO SAUDI ARABIA 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 

BY A USDA OFFICIAL. SUCH A VISIT COULD CEMENT EOR THE 
U.S. A NATURAL ALLY IN SUBSEQUENT FORA AT WHICH OBEID 
WILL BE KEY SAUDI REP. VISIT COULD ALSO BE USEEUL IN 
JOINT COMMISSION CONTEXT. EEEMAN (REFTEL STATE 84564) 

SHOULD BEPREPARED TO TALK ABOUT THIS SUBJECT AND COULD 
PROVIDE A GOOD ADVANCE CONTACT. 

AKINS 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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